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Borough  of  Godmanchester. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

UPON  THE 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1942. 


HUNTINGDON  : 


FRIEND  & FLINT,  PRINTERS,  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  WALK, 


TO  THE 

GODMANCHESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1942. 

The  report  has  been  constructed  on  similar  lines  to  the 
arrangement  adopted  for  reasons  of  security  in  last  year’s 
report. 


' Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  S.  Buchanan,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

F.  J.  East,  M.I.S.E.,  A. R. San. I. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  17.1 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ...  ...  23.8 

Death  Rates 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  9.2 
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Death  Rate  from  Puerperal  causes  ...  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  Nil. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (All  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  0 

Rates. 


Per  1,000  Population- 

Per  1,000 
Live  Births. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births- 

Death 

Kate, 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Godmanchester 

England  and  Wales 

17T 

15*8 

0-41 

0-54 

9-2 

1 T6 

Nil. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area, 

The  provision  of  health  services  within  the  area  generally 
remains  unaltered. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

No  undertakings  of  any  importance  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  past  twelve  months  and  generally  the  circum- 
stances are  unaltered. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  routine  visits  of  inspection  in  connection  with  this 
work  have  been  carried  out  as  in  past  years. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1H42. 

All  complaints  received  have  been  promptly  investigated 
and  regular  inspections  of  cowsheds,  dairies,  factories  and 
bakehouses  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  A 
limited  amount  of  house  to  house  inspection  has  also  been 
carried  out,  but  this  work  has  been  considerably  curtailed  by 
pressure  of  work  in  other  directions. 

There  has  been  a steady  deterioration  in  housing  conditions 
generally  owing  to  lack  of  repairs.  The  majority  of  the  work- 
ing class  houses  in  the  borough  are  over  100  years  old  and  a large 
proportion  over  200  old.  These  old  premises  can  only  be  kept 
in  a reasonably  habitable  condition  by  regular  repairs  and 
they  are  now  showing  signs  of  neglect.  A large  slum 
clearance  programme  will  be  necessary  after  the  war  to 
bring  housing  conditions  up  to  a reasonable  standard. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  post  war  sewerage  scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
will  be  ready  to  put  into  hand  shortly  after  hostilities  cease. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  depth  of  the  existing  seweis  no  large 
building  programme  can  be  put  in  hand  until  new  sewers  have 
been  provided. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  sent  regularly  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge.  There  has  been  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  consumers  from  the  public  water 
mains,  but  a large  number  of  shallow  wells  are  still  in  use. 

Informal  7.  Statutory  6 Total  13. 


Complaints  received  Total  No.  of  ..  ...  17 

Premises,  Houses,  &c.  ...  No.  Inspected  ...  ...  27 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  10 

Pool,  ditch,  gutter,  water- 
course ...  ...  No.  Inspected  ...  ...  l 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  1 
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Animals  improperly  kept...  No.  inspected 

Nuisances  abated 


1 

1 


Offensive  accumulations  ... 


Infectious  Disease 


Pail  or  earth  closets 


No.  inspected 
Nuisances  abated  ... 


Houses  affected  with 


Scarlet  Kever 
and  Erysipelas 


Houses  inspected  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  2 

Houses  disinfected...  ...  2 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  — 

Disinfectant  used  ...  Formalin 
Lots  of  clothing  disinfected...  1 


No.  converted  to  W.C.’s 


Water  supply 


Housing,  etc.,  Act,  193G 


Samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  52 

,,  condemned  ...  — 

Public  supply  substituted  for 
well  or  pond  ...  ...  2 

No.  demolition  orders  ...  — 

No.  made  habitable  ...  3 


Total  Legal  proceedings,  i.e.  Summonses,  etc. 

Convictions 


F.  J.  EAST,  A. R. San. I.,  M.I.S.E. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

Scabies  The  incidence  of  Scabies  reported  in  the  district 
within  the  past  twelve  months  has  been  small.  Cases  were 
investigated  and  were  in  almost  every  case  found  to  be  directly 
due  to  people  coming  into  the  district  and  suffering  from  this 
disease.  While  it  was  found  possible  for  the  greater  majority  of 
these  cases  to  be  treated  at  home,  it  was  necessary  for  a small 
number  of  cases  to  be  transferred  to  Hospital  for  in-patient 
treatment. 

The  following  tables  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  1942. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Under  the  present  system 
whereby  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  purely  a voluntary 
matter,  the  complete  immunisation  of  all  children,  both  of 
School  age  and  under  School  age,  will  never  be  achieved. 

The  response  so  far  as  School  children  are  concerned  has 
been  maintained  as  in  former  years,  and  in  connection  with 
children  of  under  School  age,  the  response  of  the  parents  is 
showing  definite  signs  of  improvement  from  year  to  year. 
During  the  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1942,  the  number 
of  children  immunised  was  as  follows  : 

Estimated  percentage  of  children 
Over  5 years  of  age  46  ( ^ immunised  up  to  the  end  of 
Under  5 years  of  age  48'  1942: — Under  5 years  of  age 

56.7%.  Over  5 years  96.1%. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Authority  to  cover 
this  scheme  of  free  immunisation  against  diphtheria  have  been 
found  to  function  in  an  extremely  satisfactory  manner  and  have 
been  adequate  to  meet  all  requirements. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory  Non— Respiratory 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

1 

1 

2 



Total 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

... 

• • • 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  in  con- 
nection with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

1 am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  S.  BUCHANAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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